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Table 8.1. 

Area Standard score Percentile rank*

105 73.4

108 76.0

Process 115 90.9

Overall 108 83.8

78    

Case 1: Screening Indicates Typical Development
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Figure 8.1.

Student Brief Report

Student Information

Student Name: Terrence A.
Student ID: 121214

Date of Birth: 03/10/2012
Date of Screening: 02/12/2017
Age at Screening: 4 years

Strong language skills are essential for every student's success in school and in life. The QUILS measures a student's
emerging abilities in Vocabulary, Syntax, and Process and offers an overall rating. These results are expressed as standard
scores and percentile ranks. (See Chapter 9 of the QUILS User's Manual for more information.)

Terrence A.'s Performance

On 02/12/2017, Terrence A.'s
language skills were screened using
the Quick Interactive Language
ScreenerTM (QUILSTM). The overall
percentile rank of 83.8 means that
Terrence A. scored as well as or
better than 83.8% of 4-year-olds in
the standardization sample. In
addition to the overall results,
standard scores and percentile ranks
for each of the three areas of the
QUILS were calculated. Based on
these calculations, a recommendation
is listed below for Terrence A.'s
results.

 

Overall Vocabulary Syntax Process

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

108 83.8 105 73.4 108 76.0 115 90.9

Vocabulary area asks about words students use or understand, including ordinary things (nouns), actions (verbs), prepositions, and conjunctions.
Syntax area asks about structure of sentences including -questions, tense markers (past tense), prepositional phrases, and embedded clauses.
Process area asks about learning new words (verbs, nouns, and adjectives) and about how children use syntax, such as converting active sentences
to passive sentences. 
 

Recommendation:

Based on Terrence A.'s performance on the QUILS, Terrence A.'s language comprehension appears to be within the typical
range relative to age, and no follow-up evaluation is recommended at this time.
 

Criteria for recommendation:

Students with an overall percentile rank below 25 should be referred for follow-up evaluation.
Students with a percentile rank below 25 in the Process area (regardless of the Vocabulary and Syntax scores) should be
referred for follow-up evaluation.
Students with percentile ranks below 25 in both Vocabulary and Syntax (regardless of the Process score) should be referred for
follow-up evaluation.
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Table 8.2. 

Area Standard score Percentile rank*

 70  6.9

101 61.5

Process 100 51.5

Overall  91 36.6

80    

-
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Student Brief Report

Student Information

Student Name: Amelia B.
Student ID: 264

Date of Birth: 08/10/2013
Date of Screening: 02/12/2017
Age at Screening: 3 years

Strong language skills are essential for every student's success in school and in life. The QUILS measures a student's
emerging abilities in Vocabulary, Syntax, and Process and offers an overall rating. These results are expressed as standard
scores and percentile ranks. (See Chapter 9 of the QUILS User's Manual for more information.)

Amelia B.'s Performance

On 02/12/2017, Amelia B.'s language
skills were screened using the Quick
Interactive Language ScreenerTM

(QUILSTM). The overall percentile rank
of 36.6 means that Amelia B. scored
as well as or better than 36.6% of 3-
year-olds in the standardization
sample. In addition to the overall
results, standard scores and
percentile ranks for each of the three
areas of the QUILS were calculated.
Based on these calculations, a
recommendation is listed below for
Amelia B.'s results.

 

Overall Vocabulary Syntax Process

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

91 36.6 70 6.9 101 61.5 100 51.5

Vocabulary area asks about words students use or understand, including ordinary things (nouns), actions (verbs), prepositions, and conjunctions.
Syntax area asks about structure of sentences including -questions, tense markers (past tense), prepositional phrases, and embedded clauses.
Process area asks about learning new words (verbs, nouns, and adjectives) and about how children use syntax, such as converting active sentences
to passive sentences. 
 

Recommendation:

Based on Amelia B.'s performance on the QUILS, Amelia B.'s language comprehension appears to be within the typical range
relative to age, and no follow-up evaluation is recommended at this time. Amelia B. may benefit from specific activities in
Vocabulary.
 

Criteria for recommendation:

Students with an overall percentile rank below 25 should be referred for follow-up evaluation.
Students with a percentile rank below 25 in the Process area (regardless of the Vocabulary and Syntax scores) should be
referred for follow-up evaluation.
Students with percentile ranks below 25 in both Vocabulary and Syntax (regardless of the Process score) should be referred for
follow-up evaluation.
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Table 8.3. 

Area Standard score Percentile rank*

105 68.5

 96 40.8

Process  73  5.4

Overall  92 39.4

    

Case 3: Screening Indicates Atypical Development

-

-
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Student Brief Report

Student Information

Student Name: Brandon C.
Student ID: 850

Date of Birth: 05/08/2013
Date of Screening: 02/12/2017
Age at Screening: 3 years

Strong language skills are essential for every student's success in school and in life. The QUILS measures a student's
emerging abilities in Vocabulary, Syntax, and Process and offers an overall rating. These results are expressed as standard
scores and percentile ranks. (See Chapter 9 of the QUILS User's Manual for more information.)

Brandon C.'s Performance

On 02/12/2017, Brandon C.'s language
skills were screened using the Quick
Interactive Language ScreenerTM

(QUILSTM). The overall percentile rank
of 39.4 means that Brandon C. scored
as well as or better than 39.4% of 3-
year-olds in the standardization
sample. In addition to the overall
results, standard scores and
percentile ranks for each of the three
areas of the QUILS were calculated.
Based on these calculations, a
recommendation is listed below for
Brandon C.'s results.

 

Overall Vocabulary Syntax Process

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

92 39.4 105 68.5 96 40.8 73 5.4

Vocabulary area asks about words students use or understand, including ordinary things (nouns), actions (verbs), prepositions, and conjunctions.
Syntax area asks about structure of sentences including -questions, tense markers (past tense), prepositional phrases, and embedded clauses.
Process area asks about learning new words (verbs, nouns, and adjectives) and about how children use syntax, such as converting active sentences
to passive sentences. 
 

Recommendation:

Based on Brandon C.'s performance on the QUILS, Brandon C.'s language comprehension appears to be outside the typical
range relative to age, and follow-up evaluation is recommended at this time. Brandon C. may benefit from specific activities in
Process.
 

Criteria for recommendation:

Students with an overall percentile rank below 25 should be referred for follow-up evaluation.
Students with a percentile rank below 25 in the Process area (regardless of the Vocabulary and Syntax scores) should be
referred for follow-up evaluation.
Students with percentile ranks below 25 in both Vocabulary and Syntax (regardless of the Process score) should be referred for
follow-up evaluation.
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Figure 8.3.
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Table 8.4. 

Area Standard score Percentile rank*

 85

 83

Process 100 51.5

Overall  88 27.7

84    

Case 4: Screening Indicates Atypical Development

-

both
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Student Brief Report

Student Information

Student Name: Emma D.
Student ID: 434

Date of Birth: 08/05/2013
Date of Screening: 02/12/2017
Age at Screening: 3 years

Strong language skills are essential for every student's success in school and in life. The QUILS measures a student's
emerging abilities in Vocabulary, Syntax, and Process and offers an overall rating. These results are expressed as standard
scores and percentile ranks. (See Chapter 9 of the QUILS User's Manual for more information.)

Emma D.'s Performance

On 02/12/2017, Emma D.'s language
skills were screened using the Quick
Interactive Language ScreenerTM

(QUILSTM). The overall percentile rank
of 27.7 means that Emma D. scored
as well as or better than 27.7% of 3-
year-olds in the standardization
sample. In addition to the overall
results, standard scores and
percentile ranks for each of the three
areas of the QUILS were calculated.
Based on these calculations, a
recommendation is listed below for
Emma D.'s results.

 

Overall Vocabulary Syntax Process

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

88 27.7 85 21.5 83 20.0 100 51.5

Vocabulary area asks about words students use or understand, including ordinary things (nouns), actions (verbs), prepositions, and conjunctions.
Syntax area asks about structure of sentences including -questions, tense markers (past tense), prepositional phrases, and embedded clauses.
Process area asks about learning new words (verbs, nouns, and adjectives) and about how children use syntax, such as converting active sentences
to passive sentences. 
 

Recommendation:

Based on Emma D.'s performance on the QUILS, Emma D.'s language comprehension appears to be outside the typical range
relative to age, and follow-up evaluation is recommended at this time. Emma D. may benefit from specific activities in
Vocabulary and Syntax.
 

Criteria for recommendation:

Students with an overall percentile rank below 25 should be referred for follow-up evaluation.
Students with a percentile rank below 25 in the Process area (regardless of the Vocabulary and Syntax scores) should be
referred for follow-up evaluation.
Students with percentile ranks below 25 in both Vocabulary and Syntax (regardless of the Process score) should be referred for
follow-up evaluation.
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Figure 8.4.
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Table 8.5. 

Area Standard score Percentile rank*

79  8.4

85 16.0

Process 87

Overall 81 13.7

86    

Case 5: Screening Reveals Possible Language Delay

-

-
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Student Brief Report

Student Information

Student Name: Kevin E.
Student ID: 667

Date of Birth: 09/03/2011
Date of Screening: 02/12/2017
Age at Screening: 5 years

Strong language skills are essential for every student's success in school and in life. The QUILS measures a student's
emerging abilities in Vocabulary, Syntax, and Process and offers an overall rating. These results are expressed as standard
scores and percentile ranks. (See Chapter 9 of the QUILS User's Manual for more information.)

Kevin E.'s Performance

On 02/12/2017, Kevin E.'s language
skills were screened using the Quick
Interactive Language ScreenerTM

(QUILSTM). The overall percentile rank
of 13.7 means that Kevin E. scored as
well as or better than 13.7% of 5-
year-olds in the standardization
sample. In addition to the overall
results, standard scores and
percentile ranks for each of the three
areas of the QUILS were calculated.
Based on these calculations, a
recommendation is listed below for
Kevin E.'s results.

 

Overall Vocabulary Syntax Process

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

Standard
Score

Percentile
Rank

81 13.7 79 8.4 85 16.0 87 21.4

Vocabulary area asks about words students use or understand, including ordinary things (nouns), actions (verbs), prepositions, and conjunctions.
Syntax area asks about structure of sentences including -questions, tense markers (past tense), prepositional phrases, and embedded clauses.
Process area asks about learning new words (verbs, nouns, and adjectives) and about how children use syntax, such as converting active sentences
to passive sentences. 
 

Recommendation:

Based on Kevin E.'s performance on the QUILS, Kevin E.'s language comprehension appears to be outside the typical range
relative to age, and follow-up evaluation is recommended at this time. Kevin E. may benefit from specific activities in
Vocabulary, Syntax, and Process.
 

Criteria for recommendation:

Students with an overall percentile rank below 25 should be referred for follow-up evaluation.
Students with a percentile rank below 25 in the Process area (regardless of the Vocabulary and Syntax scores) should be
referred for follow-up evaluation.
Students with percentile ranks below 25 in both Vocabulary and Syntax (regardless of the Process score) should be referred for
follow-up evaluation.
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A new tool for screening children’s 
language skills in early childhood

AT A GLANCE:

What is the age range?
Ages 3 through 5 years

In what settings is it used?
Early childhood settings: 
public and private preschools, 
Head Start, child care 
programs

Who completes it?
The child, with minimal 
supervision from a teacher, 
paraprofessional, classroom 
aide, parent, or other 
classroom volunteer

How is it administered?
On any tablet, laptop, or 
desktop with touchscreen 
technology and Internet 
access

Who uses the results?
Early childhood educators and 
administrators, reading 
specialists, literacy coaches, 
speech-language pathologists, 
psychologists

How long does it take?
Approximately 15−20 minutes

What is the number of items 
on the screener?
48 items

What is the research base?
Psychometric studies have 
established the QUILS’ 
reliability and validity and 
ensured that all items are 
culturally neutral

By Roberta Michnick Golinko�, Ph.D., Jill de Villiers, Ph.D., 
Kathy Hirsh-Pasek, Ph.D., Aquiles Iglesias, Ph.D., & Mary Sweig Wilson, Ph.D.

Early identi�cation is the �rst step to helping young children with language delays improve 
their skills—pro�ciencies that are so important to later reading success. But how do you �nd 
the children who might need help? It’s simple with the Quick Interactive Language Screener™ 
(QUILS™), a web-based screening tool that helps you evaluate whether children are making 
language progress appropriate for their age group.

Administered during the regular day, typically one child at a time in a quiet area of the 
classroom, the QUILS is a helpful addition to kindergarten entry assessments (KEAs) and an 
ideal tool for use in individual classrooms or centers. The format ensures standardized 
delivery for each child, while automatically generated scores save time for busy 
teachers—providing cut scores by age level, standard scores, percentile ranks, and reports to 
share with colleagues and families. And this game-like interactive measure is so much fun, 
children might even ask if they can do it again!

SCREEN IN 3 KEY AREAS:
Vocabulary
This area looks at word knowledge. Do children know the words they hear on the QUILS?  

Syntax 
This area looks at how words go together in sentences. For example, how do children 
understand questions that begin with where, when, and how?

Process 
This area looks at skill in learning new words and grammar structures. How good are children 
at learning language items when they are new?

Learn more, at www.myquils.com

$139.95 Annual Subscription
Your annual QUILS subscription gives you access to a website that includes the 
screener; an online User’s Manual and Quick Start Guide; student, parent, and 
group reports; and activities and tips that support language development.


